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) HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, GATHER 
ED AT NEW-DURHAM, N. H. 1780. N 


(Continued. ) 


IN my last number, I mentioned several events, 
' which took place among this people, in the year 
1304 ; and would also here observe, that the peo- 
i ple, havi ing at that time become very numerous in 
mthe state of New-Hampshire, the number ‘of 
» churches in that state, was some rising of thirty. 
| Their ordained ministers were about thirty-five 
and a considerable number of unordained public 
F speakers, who appointed and held meetings of 
© public worship. ‘Their whole number of baptiz. i 
,ed members, was about two thousand five hun- 
dred, exclusive of many thousands of others, who 
constantly attended their meetings of w orship, and 
considered themselves members of their society : 
many of whom being at that time taxed to min- 
isters of other denominations, whom they did not, 
and could not in conscience go to hear, or consci- 
entiously support. 
And when they presented their certificates, in 
their usual form, and according to the custom of 
other denominations in similar circumstances, they 
were refused ; under the pretence that they wer: 
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not known in law, as a distinct religious society, 


Consequently they were obliged, either to pay§ 


their money to support men as_ministers, Ww hom 
they did not go to hear; or do worse, 1. e. to have 
their property taken by force, and sold at public 
auction, or their bodies committed to prison, &c, 

Under these usurped oppressions, being deni 
ed that hibe ry of conscience which the good CON, 
stitution of that state allows te all its peaceable cit. 
izens, they thought it their indispensible duty, to 


"aes 


look up to the constituted authority, for a redress 


of grievances. And accordingly chose them two 


iz. John Shephard, esq. and Joseph 
Young, esq. both of Gilmanton. And by them 
sent a petition to the legislature of that state, fo: 
an act of incorporaticn. But the agents, after 


taking counsel upon a deeper investigation of thd 


subject, in their w ise om thought, that an Corpo 
ration of so large a body of people, would be at 
tend led witha great deal of expense, and that a re 
solye of the legislature, to consider them a dis. 
tinct religious ‘society , would answer every pur 
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pose for which they wanted an act of inc orporef a 


tion, namely, to free them from those usurped op. 


pressions. They therefore shifted their groundy” 


and ey 1ed for a resolve, which they obtainec 


on the 7th of December, 1804; the substance off 


which } is contained in the blow! 1g words, as the 
ind on the record: 

' St ATE OF New-HampsuHIre 
‘Inthe House of Keprese ntatives, Decemb¢ 


1804, Resolved, ‘That the people in tl: 
ate, commonly known by the name of Free 
vill Antipedo Baptist Church and Scciety, shat 
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be considered as a distinct religious sect or de- 
nomination, with all the privileges as such, agree- 
able to the Constitution.”’ 

This Resolve passed both the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Senate ; but was not appro- 
ved, nor returned by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor. And therefore after waiting a suitable time 
for his signature, it became a taw without him ; 
which by him was tacitly saying, that those peo- 
ple ought not to enjoy religious liberty. Howev- 
er, since that time they have been free from those 
unconstitutional and unreasonable oppressions ; 
and enjoy the same privileges which other denom- 
inations enjoy without molestation. 

About the same time, a petition was sent tothe 
Legislature of Massachusetts, for an act of incor- 
poration for the whole Society i in that State. The 
agents were, Elders Ephraim Stinchfield, of New- 
Gloucester, and Francis Tufts, of Farmington, 
(Me.) The petition was attended to, but the act 

vas not obtained. ‘The agents left the petition in 
the House. After their return, the petitioners, 
upon more mature deliberation on the subject, 
thought best to drop that petition, and give ae the 
idea of a general incorporation, and to incorporate 
into convenient parishes or socicties, as necess ay 
required, for the purpose of securing their pub- 
lic privileges, viz. lands purchased by them for 
the use of building houses of public w orship. bu- 
rying places, &c. and the security of any other 
parish property. Several such incorporations have 
been obtained in the District of Maine-; and I do 


not know that any one has been denied, when they 


have petitioned 1 in a right manner, or according t 
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the constitution of the state. These incorporated 
bodies, are generally stiled Baptist Societies, with. 
out any cther appellation or name, saving that of 
ihe town or towns where such people reside. 
‘Their business is negociated agreeably to the laws 
of the state, and is kept entirely separate from the 
business of the Church, which is ever intended to 
be done, agreeable to the rule given by our Sa- 
viour in the New.’Testament. ‘The religious hb- 
erty enjoyed by the people in the District of 
Maine, for several years past, (in my apprehen- 
sion) has in many respects exceeded what has been 
enjoyed in any other part of New-England. Eve- 
ry religious society enjoys the privilege of quietly 
worshipping God, according to the dictates of their 
own conscience, without molestation. They have 

none to disturpd them or to make them afraid, un- 
less areformation should start some, which is 
sometimes the case. Every minister of a good 
moral character and decent behaviour, may find a 


eonyenient place, in almost every town, to preach 


in, and adecently behaved assembly to hear him, 

who wil treat him with candor and affability ; w i] 
hear his doctrine, and then judge for themselves. 
If he appears to be a disciple of Christ, (if needy) 
they will find him an house and home, victuals 
and lodging, and horse keeping, without money 
or price. All is tree, if he is only free, and preach- 
es a free doctrine, or that doctrine which makes 
free. He that preacheth the gospel, shall live of 
the gospel ; he that watereth, shall be watered ; 

and he that feedeth a flock, shall eat of the milk of 
the flock. God’s hired servants, have breed enough 
and to spare ; while prodigals [unconyerted min- 
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isters] perish with hunger, Multitudes flock to 
hear the word ; and itis hardly ever the case, that 
a minister of Christ, preaches a sermon in a place 
where there is not a company of saints to pray for 
him. and to hold up his hands, as Aaron and Hur 
held up the hands of Moses in the day of battle. 
One thing is remarkable in the conduct of the 
people in the District of Maine, which I think is 
worthy of patronage ; andan example which ought 
to be followed inall places. No gentleman dwell- 
ing in the district of Maine, has ever undervalued 
himself so much, or shewn so light a respect for 
re] ligion, as to be seen at any of our quarterly or 
yearly meetings, (that Ihave attended,) selling 
liquor, or making it a day of trafic. And when- 
ever any person belonging to another state, has 
presumed to come to those meetings with that 
intent, he has met with but little or no encourage- 
ment, but has generally had the mortification of 
haling back the same quantity that he brought, ex- 
cept he made use of it himself. Selling spiritous 
liquors at places of public worship, is a bad prac. 
tice, hath a pernicious eficct, and ought not to be 
encouraged by any person, especially by those 
who profess to desire the salvation of their fellow 
men. A man is in buta poor situation, cither to 
preach or hear the gospel, or discourse on religious 
subjects, when his animal spirits are raised by ler- 
mented or distilled liquors, which ought to be used 
but as a medicine, and then with caution; and the 
abuse of which generally proves fatal to the abuser, 
some way or other. 
But, leaving this for the consideration of my 
readers, I must return to my narrative, and remark, 
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that, on the 22d day of October, 1804, a brother 
by the name of Jeremiah Bean, who lives in the 
town of Wilton, (Me.) was set apart to the work 
of the ministry. Also a brother by the name of 
Edward Ralph, was ordained at Springfield, ( Vt.) 
on the 21st day of the ensuing November; but as 
[ am not acquainted with either of these brethren, 
[can give no farther account of them. 

In the year 1805, the churches in general were 
steadfast, and well engaged. ‘There were great re- 
vivals in many places. “Many were converted, and 
many baptized. The churches in Gilmanton ex- 
perienced a very great addition. The work of 
God was very pow erful there, as well as in many 
other places. Maultitudes of people flocked to 
their quarterly and yearly meetings, and they en- 
joyed heavenly seasons at their communions. 

A church was gathered in Winthrop, (Me.) a- 
bout the beginning of that year, consisting of 30 
members. And im the course of the same year, 
they ordained the following ministers, namely : 
Samuel Williams, of Avon, (Me.) was ordained 
Jan. 20th, 1805. Ebenezer Brown, of Wilton, 
was ordained May 19th, the same year. Nath- 
aniel Wilson, of Gilmanton, (N.H.) (or adjacent,) 
and Samuel Appleby, of York, (Me.) were or- 
dained, I think some time in A igust following. 
Asa Libbey, who resides at Belgrade, (Me.) was 
ordained on the 22nd day of the ensuing October; 

and Moses H. Rollings, who resides now at Au- 
mista, (Me,) was ordained at Gilmanton, (N. H.) 
the same month. Ebenezer Knowlton, of Pitts- 
field, (N.H.) received ordination on the 25th of 
the same October. All these Elders are yet liy- 
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ing, and for any thing that I know, in good stand- 

ing, except Moses H. Rollings, who is not con- 
sidered an ‘active member at “present among this 
people. 

In the year 1806, their meetings were attended 
as usual, and their preaching j in general with. the 
same success. ‘The work of reformation still 
spread; converts were. multiplied, and in some 
places, there were very marvellous displays of the 
power of God. It is stated in the minutes of the 
yearly aregee which was holden at Wilton, Feb. 


Ist, 1806, that the reformation was so great in a- 


place then called the Wilderness, (Penob.) that in 
a plantation which contained 30 families, there was 
not one person over ten years of age, who was not 
brought to rejoice in the Lord. Forty were bap- 
tized in the same place, in the course of that revi- 
val. Here the Wilderness blosomed like the rose: 
‘Yhere were blooms to be seen on every branch ; 
and it will be well, if all those branches should at 
last be found laden with good fruit. There were 
also several churches embodied the same year, 
viz. one in Ashby, (Mass.); one in Wiscasset, 
(Me.) ; and one in Wear, (N.H.); and great ad- 
ditions to many of those churches which had been 
gathered or embodied before. The whole number 
of baptized members then belonging to what was 
called The New-Durham Suiarterly Meeting, 
which was returned to the June yearly meeting 
was 2636, exclusive of eight churches w hich 
made no return. —The whole number in what was 
stiled the Strafford, (Vt.) quarterly Meeting, 
was 602. William Buzzell of Middleton, (N.H.) 
aud Caleb Ingals, of Canterbury, received ordin- 
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ation the same year. Ihave not the exact time 
of their being set apart, but think it likely that the 
minutes are to be found on the record of their 
Elders’ Conference. Ingals, [am not acquain- 
ted with. Buzzell still resides at Middleton, and 
I trust is in good standing. A church was also 
received into fellowship in the town of York, (Me.) 
November the 2lstthe same year. But in order 
to do justice to my subject, I must also here re- 
mark, that Elder Edward Lock, mentioned in my 
former numbers, having become. disorderly in 
many respects, after much trying labor with him, 
was rejected from the membership and fel lowship 
of the connexion. ‘The letter of rejection was 
written at New-Durham, June 14th,1806. Tam 
very lately informed, that there is a great appear- 
ance of his repentance and return, which is mat- 
ter of some consolation to those who rejoice at the 
return of sinners. 

At the yearly meeting which was holden at Par- 
sonsfield, November Ist, 2d and 3d, Samuel 
Hutchinson, who then’dwelt at Durand, (N. H.) 
was examined and ordained. He now resides at 
Gorham, (Mc.) and is in good standing. 

In the year 1807, there was a gener ral harmony, 
ereat revivals, and additions in many places.— 
Multitudes of people, flocked to etend the quarter- 
ly and yearly meetings ; very great solemnity rest- 
ed on the congregations ; and ma ny souls were 
hopefully converted in different parts, in the course 
of that year. It is stated in the minutes of the 
yearly meeting holden at Wilton, (Me.) Feb. 8th, 
that a discourse was delivered by Elder Z. Leach, 
at the close of which, about 20 souls came for- 
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ward and professed faith in Christ. At the year- 
ly meeting in June, holden at New-Durham, on 


-the last day of the meeting, the congregation being 


teo numerous to assemble in any building, they 

assembled in a grove, in Elder Randel’s pasture. 

A discourse was delivered from John vii. 37, 38: 

‘« In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, If any man thirst, let him come 
to me and drink,” &c. ‘The power of God was 
wonderfully manifested among the people ; many 
sinners were pricked in their hearts, fell before 
the Lord, and cried to God for mercy. Saints 
appeared to be filled with the power and love of 
God, ond shouted his praises from every part of 
the congregation. But want of room forbids my 
giving a full description of this, and many other 
slorious scenes, of which I have been an eye wit- 
ness, where hundreds of souls have been brought 
out of the darkness of ignorance, error and super- 
stition, into‘'God’s marvellous light. Persons un- 
acquainted with such displays of gospel power, 
being brought up under a formal ministry, and 
traditionated into a notion, that revelation and in- 
spiration have ceased ; can hardly believe it pos- 
sible, that such accounts can be true ; and are 
ready to ask, like one anciently, ‘‘ How can these 
things be 2”? We do not believe that there is 
now any revelation or inspiration different from, 
or repugnant to that given by Christ to the apos- 
tles : yet, we believe, that that dispensation still 
remains, and will remain, until the mystery of 
God is finished ; and that all things, foretold by 
Christ and the apostles, and written in the New- 
Testament, will certainly be fulfilled. That the 
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same Spirit, which attended the preaching of the 
apostles, will attend the preaching of all the true 
ministers of Christ to the end of the world. Some 
will ask, ‘‘ If the same spirit which attended the 
preaching of the apostles, now attends the preach- 
ing of all the true ministers, why those ministers 
do not work miracles, raise the dead, &c. To 
such [answer, a sufficient number of miracles be- 
ing wrought by Christ and his apostles, to prove 
that he was the true Messiah, the only bagotten 
Son of God, and the only Saviour of mankind— 
that being the only use of such miracles ; no more 
such miracles are necessary. When a fact is suf- 

ficiently proved, we need no further evidence to 
prove it. God has given assurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raised Christ from the dead. He 
having ascended up on high, and led captivity 
captive, has given gifts unto men: some apostles 
and some prophets, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ. And having sent 
forth his holy Spirit to reprove the world of sin, 
of righteousness, and of judgment, he now speaks 
to them from heaven. And all that is now neces- 
sary for the salvation of men, is for them to believe 
in him ; or, in other w ords, to receive his Spirit, 

and submit themselves to his righteous govern- 
ment, and follow him whithersoever he goeth. 

When a minister, under the influence of the Spirit 
of Christ, beareth witness of the internal appear- 
ance of Christ to the soul, he commendeth him- 
self to every man’s conscience in the sight of God ; 
and every candid hearer fecls a witness within, €i- 

ther for or against himself. 
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Some will ask, why such extraordinary things 
do not happen among them, as well as among this 
people, and a few other denominations, who give 
accounts of such wonderful conversions? ‘The 
cause is obvious why it’is not so in all denomina- 
tions: it is because of their unbelief. It was just 
so when Christ was personally upon earth. In 
some places they were astonished at his doctrine, 
for his word was with power ; while in other places 
he did not many mighty works, because of their 
unbelief. Unbelief and pride, shut many souls 
eut of the kingdom of God: while others, who 
are willing to submit themselves to God and re- 
ceive the Spirit of Christ, on self-denying terms, 
are brought into it. And believing they rejoice, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

It may not be amiss to remark here, that Elder 
Benjamin ‘Randel, being unable to attend the quar- 
terly meeting in August, which was holden im 
Adams, (N.H.) wrote a very lengthy letter to his 
brethren, which contains his last written advice to 
them, that I can find on record; of which the fol- 
lowing 1$ an extract :-— 


, “* New-Durham, Aug. 15, 1807. 

‘© Dear and well beloved, in our glorious and 
precious Lord Jesus Chrisé, 
~ Jt is with a degree of trial and -pleasure, that 
I salute you in this manner: trial, that I must 
write to you, instead of appearing in bodily pres- 
ence, which I have much longed for ;—and pleas- 
ure, that I have this one resource left me, that, 
though unable to be bodily present, I may write to 
you, and bless you in the name of the Lord. 


Xx 








266 RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 


O! my brethren! the cause of God is mine—my 
soul’s care and delight, is, to see it prosper. | 
rearried this connection in my early age, and in 
that sense it is my spouse. And when able, | 
have. spared no labor, either. of body or mind, 
night nor day, cold nor hot, far nor near, for the 
advancement of the same. And glory to God! ] 
have the testimony of my conscience. But, my 
labors are almost over; and I am, just now about 


to receive my crewn. My body is now too weak FF 
to get to Adams, but I bless the Lord, that I can F 
be there in spirit, and by letter. And shall take 
the freedom to give a word of advice, as a father F 
to his children (though with humility and respect.) F 


And, first to my dear brethren in the ministry. 
‘‘T feel much on my soul, on vour account. 
Your lot is a particular lot, and much, very: much 
depends.on you, as to the promotion or destruction 
of the cause. We are on an eminence, im a cer- 
tain sense, like a city ona hill. All eyes are on 
us. We profess to be the representatives of Je- 
sus Christ. O! let us consider what an example 
he sat for his Ambassadors to follow. What hu- 
mility—what meekness—what holiness—what 
godliness—what temperance—what self-denial— 
what separation from the werld. And every thing 


that 1s amiable and lovely, he hath exhibited in his 7 


life, for his ambassadors to follow. Let us ask 
ourselves the question, How much am I, or, do I 
strive to be like him? When I ask myself the 
question, I blush, being sensible of my own. un- 
likeness. 

‘*T have been in the ministry thirty years last 
March, and have been making observations on the 
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ministers of all denominations, (our own as well as 
others;) and have observed much ; which has, 
and still doth cause muchegrief. Although many, 
when they first come forth into the ministry, feel 


some good degree of humility; yet, (QO!) how 
) soon they err, and begin to feel self-important, and 


’ think themselves to be something great! conform 
+ to the world, seek after worldly interest and hon. 


BRS Be ee 


ors—rabbyings, greetings, uppermost rooms and 
chief seats. Wanting to be considered first and 
sreatest! Get to be heady, highminded, lovers of 


pleasure more than lovers of God. Making a bye’ 


) business of preaching, reclining in the sun-beams 
| of worldly pleasure ; desiring to walk to heaven in 
} golden slippers, on sunshiny days. O! what a 
jmelancholy portrait ! God forbid that any feature 
> of it should belong to us my brethren. 


‘But O! let us watch; for we arein danger. 


O! how many (and some even of our own) have 


a eer 





already made shipwreck, and are wholly destroy- 


» ed and become scandalous, or very useless. O ! 


my soul trembles. Bear with me, (being such an 
one as Benjamin the aged.) For Christ’s sake, 
my brethren, let us be little, humble, cross-bearing, 
Christ-following disciples. See to it that we do 
not get any newfangled, heady, wordy, tonguey 
doctrines of men, which lead from Christ, instead 
of leading to him. But jet our doctrine be such 


}ascomes from Christ into our hearts, and that 
will lead to Christ’s spiritual appearance, and ter- 
| minate to his glory, and the good of souls. 


‘©Q! be aware of schisms andrents; and be not 


| of such as cause divisions: but mark such, and 


turn away from them. United we stand; but di- 
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vided we fall. My dear brethren, follow this ad: 
vice, and walk in the examples of Christ; and 
when the Chief Shepherd shail appear, then will 
you appem with him in glory. 

‘* A word to all in general.--Dearly beloved, } 
have before said, that 1 was early married to this 
connexion; and that when. able, have spared no 

ains. I bless God, that although [have now got 
to be enfeebled in body, my. care for the cause js 
still the same. My mind still travels to every part 
of it ; tee I feel thankful when I look back to the 
year 1780, (the year when this connexion first 
embodie Hs and see what the Lord has done for us 
between that time and this. My soul cries out 
with astonishment, ‘‘O! come let us magnify the 
Lord together ; let us all exalt his name, for he is 
worthy.”?. QO! my-brethren, we have got to be a 
great people ; nil: Tam. afre id, not so ) humble a 
people as we should be. Let us, I oray_y ou, have 
a strife among us. Not who shall be the GREAT- 
Est ? but, who shall be the nEasrt of all; who 
shall be the humblest-—who shal! be most of aser- 
vant—who shailday the lowest at the fect of Jesus 


—who shall bring forth most fruit to the glory 


of God. 


‘© OQ! my beloved brethren, let us keep the uni- 7 


ty of the Spirit, m the bond of peace. I feela fear 
of a division in doctrine and tenets. ‘There is a 


scattering spirit abroad in the world: ‘lo! here is | 


Christ ;?? and ‘‘lo! there is Christ.”’> O! be aware 
of human invention; for there is much pleading 
for these things: human disc)plines, platforms, 
creeds, covenants, and forms for erdinances, which 
are. net to be found in the scriptures ef truth, 
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And it may well be said of many, as Christ said of 
some, ‘* Full well ye reject the commandments of 


| God, that ye may keep your own traditions.’? O! 


reject these things altogether, and cleave to the 
scriptures, and make them your only rule of faith 


} and practice, both in temporal! life, and for the 
| government of the church. [have too many things 
' to say, to write them: with pen and ink at present, 


and must therefore forbear.”’ 


‘‘He being dead, yet speaketh.”” The above 
advice ought to be remembered, regarded, and 
practised by all the ministers and professed follow- 
ers of Christ. In this way they would soon come 


in the unity of the faith; adorn the doctrine of. 


God their Saviour; shine as lights in the world ; 
and be instrumental of winning thousands of souls, 
which would be as stars in their crown of rejoie- 
ing. Want of room forbids my enlarging. 

At this quarterly-meeting, which was holden at 
Adams, they received an account of a church em- 
bodied at Durand, (N.H.) under the improvement 
of Elder Samuel Hutchinson, consisting of eigh- 
tcen members. Also of very glorious revivals in 
several other places; and of the ordination of Ste- 
phen Gipson, of Ashby, (Mas.) who was ordain- 
ed at Ashby, on the 2d day of the same month, 
(i.e.) the month of August, 1807. He is a man 
that Iam not acquainted with, but I think he still 
resides in that place. Humphrey. Goodin, of 
Shapley, (Me.) received ordination about the same 
time. He continues in good standing; and has 
seen much of the work-of the Lord in several places 
where he has labored. 
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Beniah Pratt, of Farmington, (Me.) alse receiy 
! ed ordination, October 18th, 1807. He still re. 
; sides at Farmington. I have seen him, but have 
. ie had but littie acquaintance with him, but by the 
, a information of others, I trust he is a useful man, 
us andin good standing. The year 1807, was most 
4 remarkable for reformations in the District of — 

Maine, particularly in the bounds of what is call. BB ¢ 

ed the Gorham quarterly meeting, as has been 

parucularly noticed in my first number, under the 

head RELIGIOUSINTELLIGENCE. Severalhun- & 

dreds were hopefully converted and baptized in a & 

few towns, as is there stated. The ministers were 

almost constantly employed in preaching and bap- 

tizing. Good news every day! Sinners repenting 

and believing the gospel. F laming witnesses es- 

pousing the cause of Jesus their new master, and 

mviting their companio ye and neighbours to en- 

list with them under dis ban: er, receive his boun- 

ty, and come to his heavenly banguet. JEsus 

rode p >rosperously on the white horse of the gos- 

pel, vith his bow and crown, from conquering, 

and to conquer. And for a while it appeared as 

if almost every. body would be converted. Thou- 

sands ga dhered to hear the word ; great solemnity, 

and great tenderness, appeared in every meeting. 

Formalists, who opposed the work, were astonish. 

ed, and no edhe said in their hearts, ‘* the world 

is gone after him.”? However, it is likely it was 

there, as it was in ancient time: some received 

the seed by the way side—some on stony places > 

mm: —some among th orns—and some on goud gr ound. 
4 And if we may judge ie the fruits, we have rea- 

i sen to believe that a goodly number received it in- 

/ 
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Vs :o good and honest hearts. These reformetions 


e- BE have had a very general effect on the morals of the 
ve J people. Hundreds who have never made an open 
he profession of religion, are reformed: in their lives 
in, and conversation, ‘and abandoned those sinful prac- 
st [tices in which they once delighted; choose the 
oi & company of God’s people, and are delighted with 
- [ their conversation. While those who remain loyal 
cf & subjects to their old master, have been very much 
he ) scattered and confused, and have been obli iged to 
h- [fH retreat into corners, and hide away fer the purpose 
a & of reveling, gamvling, &c. Those practices have 
re & buta few supporters now, in the District of Maine, 
P- —& to what they had. once: 20 years have made a 
ig fF great alteration in the manners of the people. In 
S- FF the time of this reformation, some wretched worlce 
id lings said, that the people went to meeting so much, 
n- & that they would all come to poverty, and would 
n= —} soon have nothing for their families, &c. But I 
iS have observed that it was quite the reverse; and 
S- — that it was an uncommon thing to see one of these 
>, — attendants on meetings with his bap buy! ng corn. 
as fF) Though much of their time was spent in the pub- 
i- Flic worship of God, yet they never missed it out of 
yy — their barns, cellars, or chambers, or off of their 
zy. — tables. He who said ‘‘seek ye first the kingdonr 
1- — of God, and his righteousness,” said also, a and 
ad — all these things shall be added unto you.” The 
is FF — and the obedient always eat-the good of 
d the land. . 
Ss At the same.time that the work was spreading 
l. in the Gorham quarterly meeting, there was also 
t= — avery glorious revival and reformation in Geor ge- 


i | town, (Me.jon Parker’s Island, The saints were 











et eat ale 
ee ee 


— 


eS 
~_ 











QT2 RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 


wonderfully revived, many sinners were wonder. 
fully reformed, and there was a great addition to 
the Church in that place. I have no record of any 
new churches being embodied that year, though 
I think it likely that there were some. 

‘lhe ministers ordained that year, were the fol- 
lowing, viz.—Jesse Burnham, who resides at 
New-Charleston, (Me.) was ordained some time 
in the month. of June, 1808. Ezekiel Ethot, of 
Starks, and Daniel "Young, of Industry, (Me.) 


were ordained July 10th, the same year.. ‘These & 


Elders remain in ood standing: ; and I trust en- 
gaged inthe cause of God. 

On the 22nd of October, 1808; Elder Benja- 
min Randel, after a confinement of about 9 months 
with a consumption, departed this life. He left 
the remains of little sprightly body, which had 
been well worn out in the service of God, to rest 
in the dusty, peaceful grave, m undisturbed re- 
pose, till the morning of the resurrection, and 
eve the parting hand io all his friends below. 
He turned his back on all that could afflict his 
heart, or grieve and burden his mind; and took 
his exit, we hope, to those brilhant realms, where 


all the true ministers and followers of Christ are: 


forever blessed ; where they ‘* rest from their la- 
bors and their works do foliow them.” 
He was born, I think, at Newcastle, (N. H.) 


(according to the best calculation I can make from | 
the account: of his age when he died) Feb. 26th, | 
1749. He was converted from sin toholiness and | 
commenced an humble follower ofthe Lamb, in | 
October, 1770.. He was called’ into the public | 
ministry, im March,.1777. He lived 59 years, 7 
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| months, and 26 days. About 3l-years 7-months, 


he spent in public testimony ; laboring day and 
night for the salvation of his fallen brethren. He 
appeared always. ready to preach the word; he 
was instant. in season and out of season, to reprove, 
rebuke and exhort, withrall long suffering ar.d doe- 
trine. And though he was much opposed by men, 


| he was much approved of God. In doctrine he 


ee ae 


| was clear-; and in his argument pointed and pow- 


erful. Hundreds of Souls dated their experience 
under his ministry. In his dress he was very de- 
cent, but exceedingly plain, and avoided every 
appearance of superiluity. In eating, drinking 
and sleeping, he observed the highest rules of teme 
ges and seemed never to be weary in well do- 

He had.some bitter enemies who have never 
re to heap-reproaches upon him, and to try to 


) sour the people’s minds against him and against the 


; 
: 
4 
4 
; 


doctrine of Christ which "he exhibited. But he 
had a great many loving friends and brethren, whe 
were delighted and comforted under his i improve- 
ment. In his last sickness, he appeared to be fil- 
led with heaven; he was strong in. faith, giving 
glory to God. “And when asked by.a fr iend, how 
he felt, (just before his departure) said, all I wait 
for is my Father’s command, and my. soul will 
then leave this body.” And soon after breathed out 
his soul ito the arms. of his blessed Saviour; 
whom he longed: to be with. His wife lost a kind 
husband—his children an affectionate parent, the 
church a faithful. servant and minister of Jesus 
Christ ; the town an amiable member of society ; 
the State of New-Hampshire one of its most res- 
pectable citizens, and the world a burning and 
shining light. As he lived so he died, 
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His remains were decently interred, in his own fh. 
burying place, on the 26th of the: same month, 
A sermon was delivered, suited to the occasion, 
by John Buazzell, from 2'Tim. iv. 7, 8, ** I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, J 
have kept the faith.” &c. &c. Seventeen ‘Teachiig 
Elders were present at the funeral, ‘The six el. 
dest were his bearers to the grave. One walked 
with and supported the mourning widow ; ten 
followed the near. kindred; and the rest of the 
brethren and sisters in Christ, next m procession, 
The physicians, town dwellers, each according to 
their different grades, together with mary specta- 
tors, followed in an orderiy manner. ‘The whole 
exhibited the most solemn scene | ever witnessed. 
It put me in mind ofa funeral mentioned Acts viii, 
2; ‘*‘ Devout men carried Stephen to his burial 
and made great lamentation over him.”? May the 
Lord of the harvest-fill his place with.an able min- 
ister of the New- Testament ; his friends be com- 
forted, his enemies be converted, and have their 
souls filled with the love of God. 

In the year 1809, their quarterly and yearly 
meetings were attended, andthe reformation con- 
tinued spreading in the District of Maine, very pow- 
erfully. ‘The churches in that part of the country 
enjoyed great peace and harmony among them- 
selves ; had heavenly seasons in their meetings ; 
were engaged at home to keep up a regular order 
in the churches, and a scriptural discipline with 
their members ; and when they went to attend 
their quarterly meetings, each went with the olive 
leaf in his mouth. All the business of the meet- 
lag was, to read or hear accounts of the work of 
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the Lord, and of Zion’s prosperity. Ther ad- 
journ for worship, preaching, exhorting, praying, 
and praising God for his wonderful works, which 
generally closed the scene. 

But in the westerly parts it was-not so, particu- 
larly in the New. Durham quarterly meeting, which 
was then composed-cf about 40 churches; they 
still continuing the mode of bringing their church 
business into quarterly meetings, as mentioned m 
my last number. Some of the brethren felt it a 


‘burden, and notwithstanding they still enjoyed ma- 
any blessings from the Lord in their meetings, yet 


they wanted some shorter way of doing their church 


business. Others considering what biessings they 
thad enjoyed in their meetings of business, as 


well as in-meetings of worship; and how 
the Lord had been with them in the ways, 
could not bear the idea of making any alterations, 
either in the arrangements of their meetings, or 
manner of doing their business. This produced 
an uneasiness im the minds of a number of breth. 


yren in that quarter, who began to separate them- 


selves from the community, and cry out against 
them, that they were all in bondage! all in tradi- 


‘tion! allin death, and in Babylon, ‘&c. ; that the 
Jministers were not in the work of God; and that 
7the Lord was going to raise him up another peo- 


é 
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ple out of them, &c. While at the same time, 

7God was evidently blessing their labors, and hun- 
dreds of souls, in different parts of the community, 
under their improvement, were brought to the 
k nowledge of the truth, and were rejoicing in hope 
of the glory of God. The fact i is, the little church 


: j of New-Durham, gathered in the year 1780, by 
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the instrumentality of Elder Benjamin Randel, 
had, by the abounding mercies of God, increased 
to about 40 churches; each of which was doubt. 
less as many in number, as the church of New. 
Durham was, when that quarterly meeting was 
first established. These churches all bringing 
their records together, and acting in their busines 
as a single church, made their business so lengthy, 
that they had but a little time at those meeting 
for the improvement of their gifts in preaching th 
word, &c. The brethren were not dead, but wer 
alive and INOTCASIOR rapidly. Allthat was necesf 
sary to be done under these circumstances, wasp 
for each church to finish their business amon 
themselves, accerding to the agreement made a 
New- Durham, June 9th, 1€04, mentioned in pag 
236; and to haye no business brought into they 
quarterly meeting, only a general account of them 
standing ; in the. -same manner that the brethres 
had practised in the Gorham quarterly meeting 
and in some other places where these things he 
been fairly understood, and so give room at thos . 
meeting's, for the spread of the ‘gospel net. Th 
same difficulty which prevailed in the New-Dur 
ham quarterly meeting, existed also in the Hard: 
wick, ( Vt.) quarterly mecting, and produced maj 
ny trials among them. I have never travelled in 
to that quarter, nor had any personal ecquaintanct 
with those churches. But ‘by information giver 
me by several of their Elders, there is a large 
number of newborn souls be longing i in that quar. 
ter, who are really aiming at the glory of Ged and 
sood of souls; and striving to walk in gospe! 
order. 
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‘The werk of the Lord has been marvellous in 
a number of towns, under the improvement of E1- 
der John Colby and thers, who have been preach.- 
ing the word in that country ; and I have no doubt, 
if ‘they continue striving, they will yet ‘ dwell in 
a peaceable habitation, “and in sure dw ellings, and 
in quiet restitg places.” 

February 6, 1809, at the close of the yearly 
meeting holden at Strafford, (Vt.) a young man, 
by the name of Benjamin Putman, was ordained to 


the work of the ministry. And on the 20th of 


March following, Wm. Paine, of Anson, (Me.) 
was also ordained. Putman has left this people, and 
at present is not considered under their care. 
Paine remains with them, and is in good standing. 

Toward the close of 1809, much was said a- 
bout making a new arrangementof mect:ngs, &c. 
And at an Elders’ conference, hoiden at Gorham, 


in the month of November, certain proposals of 


that nature were made, and sent into all quarters, 
to be laid before wet brethren in all their monthly, 
quarterly, and yearly meetings, for concurrence. 
But the brethren, aha considering the matter, 
concluded, that such an ulteration, was by no means 
necessary ; and that all that was neediul to be 
done, was only todrop the practice of calling the 
Churches Monthly Méctings, and the practice of 
reading church records, and doing church busi- 
ness in quarterly mectings, as before observed. 
Accordingly, ata yearly meeting holden at Gil- 
manton, N.H. June Sth, 1810, it was unanimous- 
ly agreed to drop those practices ; and that for the 
future all church business should be done in the 
church where such business was necessary, and 
only a general account ef their standing be given 
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at the quarterly meetings, &c. This alteration ap. 
peared to give satisfaction to all such as wished to 
be satisfied. And since that time, the churches in 
general have proceeded in that way, and do their 
business with more convenience; and the Lord 
blesses their labors m the same manner he did be- 
fore. ‘Vhere is also a greater unifo: mity in their 
manner of receiving members when baptized, i. e. 
they make use of no name in receiving them, but 
the church of Christ, to which they belong, which 
doubtless was always their true meaning ; and the 
practice of a number, who had never learned to 
express their meaning in any other way on such 
sccasions. 

Samuel! Huchins, who resides at New-Portland, 
(Me.) was ordained, June 3d,1810. He remains 
in good standing. ‘There are several other Elders 
belonging to the connection, some of whom have 
been ordained among this people ; others have re- 
ceived ordination by ministers of other denomina- 
tions, before they joined with them, which I can- 

not give a regular account of for want of informa- 
‘ion, as Ihave not the minutes of their ordina- 
tions—viz. Elder Richard Martin, who resides in 
Gilmanton, was ordained by the Calvinistic Bap- 
tists ; but I have been informed, that he was rREE- 
BORN, and.so continued, both before and since 


‘he joined this people. God has wondertiuily bless- 


ed his labors in winning souls to Christ, and he has 
many seals of his ministry. He is now aged and 
infirm in body, but I trust strong in the grace 
which is in Christ Jesus. Elder Rufus Cheney, 
who resides at St. Johnsbury, ( Vt.) was ordained, 
i i think, among this people: but I have not the 

me.of his ordination, and of several others ip 
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that country. Also a number more in the east- 
ern country ; and doubtless, some in other parts. 
But as I have not the time of their ordinations, nor 
the places of their residence, l-must omit giving 
an account of nen until regular information can 

be obtained, which will doubtless be-done in some 

future time. : 

Icannot at present gr atify my readers with the 
exact number of this peoy le. There is, however, 
some rising of a hundred Churches, which are u: 
nited in love, and agreed to take the scriptures ol 
tauth as their only rule of faith and practice: And 
upwards of sixty ordained ministers of the gos- 
pel (and a number more whoare unordained) hap- 
pily agreed in sentiment, and engaged to proclaim 
liberty to. captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound; and to hold up Christ as 
the wav, the truth.and the life ; exclusive of those 
who have withdrawn or have been dismissed. In 
what I have written, in this volume, I have paida 
particular attention to the records and written ac- 
counts ; my own knowledge ; and the oral testi- 
monies of those who have been eye witnesses, 
and have endeavoured to collect as many of the 
most remarkable events which have taken place 
among this people in the course of 30 years, as I 
could insertin sosmallawork. Many things are 
omitted for want of room, which might have > be en 
pleasing to my readers. 

‘Those things taken from records ‘and written 
accounts, I have endeavoured to state according 
to the true meaning or intention of the people, and 
in those verbal, I have endeavoured to state them 
as correctly as I could. I have also striven to a- 


void every extravagance of expression, and have not. 
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knowingly exaggerated any accounts whichI haveff 
given. Andif in any thing [ have erred, it has been 


inadvertent, and not wilful ; at least, T have Writ- 
ten according to my understanding of those things. 
Itis likely that those who are disposed to find fault, 


and to strive about words to no profit, but to thef 
subverting of the hearers, may find fault with this} 
work. But I shall submit it to the ee of} 
the candid reader ; and if God shall be pleased to} 


smile upon it, and bless my weak endeavors to 


glorify his name ; and shall make these things al 
blessing to any soul, his name shall have the presse } 


forever. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An account of late reformations and revivals of re- 
lision. ~{ Continued.) 


Our ¢ expect tation of seeing a reformation in Brown. 
field, (Me.) in my last, has not been disappointed. 
A goodly westibex have lately experienced religion, 


and are very hap py in the service of their new | 


Master. Meny more appear to be mourning for sin, 


and secking ior salyatiqn. The servants of Jesus | 
are frequently visiting the place; and there isa | 
very general and solemn attention among the pco- | 


ple ; and there is an encouraging prospect of a 
greater spread of the work. On the 6th of last 
month, I attended a meeting with them ; had a 
very happy day, and after worship, repaired to the 
water, and batized.four. The converts gave a 
satisfi ictory evidence of their daith in Christ, and 

ove of his commandments ; and the spectators 
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conducted as if they felt an evidence of the reali: 
ty of religion. On’ the same’day, Elder Wm. 
Buzzell attended a meeting in the upper part of 
Ossipee, (N. H.) ; preached to a large essembly 
out of doors ; and at the’ close baptized four per- 
sons there. ‘There is quite-a pleasing - prospect of 
a spread of the work in that place. 

There has also been some revival in Eaton; 
(N. H.); and Elder Jackson, has lately baptized a 
number in that town. —The last account I had front 
Pittsfield and Nottingham, (N. H.) the reforma- 
tion was gloriously going on in those towns; but I 


| have not received the part culars.—-We Still have 
| good news from Montville, (Me.) I understand 


(by Elder Hamlin), that Elder McFarlm, has bap- 
tized alarge number sice my last account of them. 
E!der Hamlin also states, that he has baptized 60 
persons in Knox, (Me.) and the neighbouring 
towns, since last November.—The following 1s 
the substance of a letter, sent by a brother in the 
ministry, dated Andover, (N. H.) August 24th, 
1812. 

‘* Beloved brother in tribulation— 

‘‘ Having taken your Religious Magazine, and 
hearing of the glorious work - of God in the East, 
and often feeling it to be ike cold water to a thirs- 
ty soul: I believe it will be refreshing to your 
readers to hear, that God is-also pouring out his 
Spirit on the inhabitants of the West. In the 
month of June, I hada particular impression on 
my mind, to visit the people in the town of Deer- 
ing, and the west part of -Weare ; and found the 
brethren in a low state of religion. I related to 
them my errand, and exhorted them to try to get 


into the work of God. Lattended a few meetings ; 
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and the brethren and sisters began to come tf to 
the help of the Lord against the mighty. ‘The glo- 
ry of God descended—sinners mourned ; saints 
rejoiced. Several have since that time been hope- 
fully converted, and many more are suing fora 

ardon. I have baptized five in Deering, since 
July. The work is so solemn, that even the un- 
codly are constrained to acknowledge that it is of 
God. [also attended a meeting im Warner; saw 
one converted ; next day baptized her, with one 
more ; and had a glorious season at the water 
side. 

‘* Likewise, the work of God has been glorious 
in Bradford. About twenty have been baptized 
there and appear to stand fast in the liberty. In 
shert, the work of God is spreading, and Satan’s 
kingdom is falling in these parts. O! may the 
vlorious empire of Jesus, be extended from thesi- 
sing to the setting sun.—zI conclude, by subscri- 
bing myself your unworthy brother in tribulation. 


‘ EBENEZER CHASE.” 


QuaRTERLY MEETINGs. 

A quarterly meeting was holden at Saco, on the 
third Wednesday in August last. A very large 
company of elders and brethren, and spectators, 
attended on the occasion. Very good accounts 
were brought from almost al] the churches—the 
brethren in a number of places solemnly engaged 
and in other places, longing and praying for an 
outpouring of the Spiri it,and an ingathering of souts. 


But in some other places, mourning and grieving 
on the account of the backsliding of some, who 


have wounded the cause, by imprudent. behaviour. 


At the close of the meeting, Joseph Goodwin, of 
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Wells, (Me.) was ordained to the work of the 
Ministry. 

The New-Durham quarterly meeting is lately, 
for the convenience of the churches, divided; and 
instead of one, they hold three quarterly meet 
ings. Ihave only the accounts of one, viz.—that 
holden in Wolf borough, on Saturday and Sabbath, 
after ours holden at Saco. They hada precious 
season; the Lord was with them ofa truth; love 

ran from heart to hear t, and they sat together in 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus. © I understand by 

those who were present, that the speakers enjoyed 
great freedom in speaking, and others much bene- 
fit in hearing. Old professors were much roused 
up——sinners were alarmed of their danger—were 
pricked in their hearts, and began to seek for a Sa- 
viour. They had a pretty good account from the 
churches. Elder Joshua Quimby, of New-Con- 
cord, (N.H.) being present at the meeting, related 
the travel of his mind, and his desire, and the de- 
sire of the church in the town where he lives, ta 
be considered in connection and fellowship with 
this people ; and desired to have the next quarter- 
ly meeting in New-Concord, which was accord- 
‘ingly granted. I understand that church consists 
of about an hundred members. 


Yearty MEETING. : 

The Elders and brethren assembled at Wilton, 
(Me.) Sept. 5th, 1812, A very large number 
collected on the occasion ;_ and for convenience, 
they met ina grove. Their exercise began with 
praise and prayer, which was followed by weighty 
exhortation. “After w hich, they attended to busi- 


ness in their usual manner, and heard refreshing 
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accounts from several quarterly meetings, viz. 
that the churches in general were well-established 
in the truth; and in many. pkces blessed revivals. 
After hearing these things, they attended to wor- 
ship. A sermon was delivered by- Elder Daniel 
Hutchinson, from Hab. iil. 3,4. ** God came from 
Teman, and the holy One from Mount Paran. 
Selah. His glory covered the heavens; and the 
earth was full of his praise. And his brightness 
was as the light. He had horns coming out ofhis 
hand ; and there was the hiding of his power.” 
The discourse was like the subject, solemn, en- 
lightening, powerful, quickening and delightful. 
Saints were comforted and quickened—sinners 
were awakened, and mourned for their sins. This 
was again followed by powerful exhortations, which 
continued nearly two hours, and then closed. In 
the evening, several meetings were attended with 
food effect. 

Sept. 6th, Sabbath day, there assembled again in 
the grove, about a thousand people; a very sol- 
emn season. A meeting was also holden the same 
day at Farmington meeting-house. A very large 
assembly attended there. A sermon was deliver- 

ed in the forenoon, by Elder Wilson; and-in the 
afternoon, another, by Elder Cunningham. The 
audience were soletan and attentive; great tender- 
ness appeared on the minds of some, through 
the day. 

The next day, Sept. 7th, they collected at 9 
o’clock, A.M. and continued the ex-rcise all day. 
Many powerful testimonies were delivered. It 
was a very happy season. In the course of the 
meeting, three souls were hopefully converted. 
There was as little opposition as could be reason- 
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ably expected in so mixed a multitude. Brother 
Hussey, who gave me this information, also in- 
formed me, that there is a great revival in the town 
of Vienna, (Me.) and a prospect of its spreading. 
God grant that it may. 

As I believe that Jesus Christ is the only foun- 
dation of our present and ¢€ternai salvation; and 


practical picty the only medium through which. 


we can possibly enjoy that invaluable blessing ; and 
that nothing but that -which iseal and substantial 
ean possibly stand in the burning day; and that 
whatever our notions may be of God, of Christ, of 
the Holy Ghost, of men, of saints, of sinners, of 
heaven or hell, angels or devils, of time or eterni- 
ty ; we are reduced to thus one necessity, we must 
be born again, or else we cannot see, norernter in- 
tothe kingdom of God. And iet our name of 
distinction be what it will among men, whether 
christian or heathen, or toman, episcopalian, pres- 
byterian, or congregational, methodist, or baptist, 
quaker, or shaker, we must have the Spirit of 
Christ, or we are none of his. And whatever 
forms we may conscientiously choose and zealous- 
ly follow, even if they are ever songht, and con- 
sistent Ww ith godliness ; we must have the power, 

or else they will be of no more use in feeding the 
mind, than empty dishes in feeding the body. I 
shall therefore close this number, with the follow. 
ing advice to all. 

1. Believe on Jesus Christ, for life and salva- 
tion; lear: on him for support and protection ; take 
him for the man of your counsel; follow his imi- 
table examples; practise his precepts; obey his 
commandments ; confide in his promises, and live 
to his glory. 
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Search the scriptures daily, to know you 
duty ; pray to God. for a right understanding of 
what you reads strive to. square your lives and 
manneis, inall respects, by that glorious. RULE. 

3. Strive to be divested of all prejudice; put 
on chariy,, which is the bond of perfectness ; es. 

teem all good men highly; prize their good ad. 
vice ; imitate their virtues; carefully avoid their 
errors; follow them as far as they iollow Christ, 

jut no farther. Be.willing to receive and practise 
every thing that is right and scriptural, and to 
part with every thing which is wrong. and uné- 
scriptural. 

4, Live every day as you: would be willing to 
die; close your eyes in this world as you would 
be willing to open them in another; .be extremely 
critical in the examination of yourself; and see to 
it that you do not allow and justify yourself in that 
which you disallow afd condemn in others; = 

5, Always rejoice in the work of God, let who 
will be the instrument of it; be glad when a sin- 
ner is converted frcm the error of his ways, ora 
soul saved from. his sins; let those ministers be 
the highest in your esteem, who do the most good 
in turning men from sin to holiness, from hatred 
to ti ‘and from. unsi ighteousness to. righteous. 
ness; for they that turn many. to righteousness, 
sheil shine as the stars forever and ever. 

Believe no doctrine but that which is every 
way according to godliness ; for. however plausi- 
ble a doctrine may appear at first view, ifit allow 
of, or will give the least latitude to sin, or any 
kind of ungodliness, you may then be sure that 
such doctrine proceeds not from God; and will 
neither do.to live by or die by. 
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7. Separate yourselves as much as you conye- 
niently can, consistently with your duty, from all 
sinful company ; carefully avoid their allurements; 
keep your mouth with a bridle while the wicked 
are before you; for all the company know, that 
you area professor of religion, and ycu ought not 
to forget it yourself. Every eyeis upon you, every 
snare is set for your feet; and if once you are ta- 
ken, it-will be with you as it was with Sampson, 
when Delilah had shaven off the seven locks of 
his head, -{i. e.) you will become-weak as any eth- 


acr man, and become'the sport of your encmies. 


8. Converse as much as you convenientiy can, 
yvith those whe by their lives and conversation, 
Witness themselves to be the genuine followers of 


ic ; and who by their own experience, can 


sympathize with you in all your troubles and joys. 
9. Turn away from all such ministers and pro- 
fessors aS havea form of godliness, but deny the 
power thereof. If a.man denies the power of god- 
liness,. he denies all that will ever do the soul any 
good,.in time or eternity. Such come to you in 
Sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
Volves. They will either devour or scatter the 
lock. Therefore be aware of them. It is easier 
for a person to keep elear of a snare, than to get 
out of one. If you give away your liberty, you 
will have to buy your freedom. He that is wise, 
is wise for himself; anda word io the wise.is 
enough. 
10. Finally, my friends, Ict every one in par- 
ticular endeavour to fill his station in life according 
to his profession or calling, and agreeable to the 
Will of God. If you are a ruler, be a righteous 
one. If a subject, be a patriotic one. Ifa judge. 
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